[} \” ] Fort von Zuhaus — OSTPOL BERLIN Festival OPENING

o‘-(y Sunday, July 5, 2026, 8pm
y/ \ Maschinenhaus (Kulturbrauerei)
We warmly invite you to the opening of the OSTPOL BERLIN Fes-
OSTP L tival on July 5, 2026, at 8:00 p.m. at the Maschinenhaus in the Kul-

B E RL N turbrauereil

Following the opening remarks by festival director Martin Jankowski,
contemporary Belarusian poetry and prose by Julia Cimafiejeva and Alhierd Bacharevié —
which explore life in exile — will be read and discussed. Music will be provided by the duo
WTBSK, who blend trip-hop, noise, techno, and psychedelic elements with absurd lyrics that
reflect on exile, hope, and the reality in Belarus. The event will be held in German with English
translation and Belarusian passages (with translations). (Tickets: 5,-/reduced 3,- € are availa-
ble only at the box office at the Maschinenhaus. Free tickets for press representatives upon
registration via the website.)

Our eight-day-long OSTPOL BERLIN Festival is dedicated to exploring the influence of Cen-
tral and Eastern European artists in Berlin through readings, concerts, talks, performances,
and discussions. You can find all the information about the program and guests in German
and English on our website https://ostpol-berlin.de/en/ as well as on Instagram, Facebook and
Bluesky. Press materials, such as our flyer, and press releases can be found at https://ostpol-
berlin.de/en/press/. We’d be happy to provide further background information and contact de-
tails if you're interested. Please let anyone who might be interested know about this unique
event, and feel free to share your impressions on Instagram, Facebook and Bluesky!

Special recommendations from the festival’s curatorial board:

Whilst on Monday (July 6) we will be presenting Yiddish artists from Berlin, Hungarian performers, and
the Czech winner of this year’'s EU Prize for Literature, Tuesday (July 7) will be dedicated to Chechen
poetry, moving a cappella choral singing, and a Georgian cult author! Wednesday (July 8) showcases
the astonishing diversity of voices among Berlin-based writers of Romanian origin — and Thursday (July
9) is dedicated to the fate of Ukraine, featuring art, poetry, and prose by renowned female artists. On
Friday (July 10), Berlin’s Polish community will amaze us with astonishing ideas, whilst on Saturday
(July 11), following the latest in Ukrainian musical poetry, we will be joined by two polyglot stars of
international poetry and the grand master of dissident Russian-speaking literature! To round off the
event (July 12), we'll be presenting rediscovered Eastern European swing classics from the 1920s to
the 1950s. Come and see for yourself the diversity and quality of the living cultural scene created by
Berlin’s Central and Eastern European artists — pop along, be amazed, and spread the word!

OSTPOL BERLIN Festival — Berlin’s Central and Eastern European Artists
July 5-12, 2026 | Maschinenhaus (Kulturbrauerei), Schonhauser Allee 36, 10435 Berlin.
Supported by the Hauptstadtkulturfonds.

Press contact: Birger Hoyer (presse@berliner-literarische-aktion.de)
OSTPOL BERLIN Festival — Berlin’s Central and Eastern European Artists
c/o Berliner Literarische Aktion e.V.

https://ostpol-berlin.de/en/
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