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OSTP L a multilingual literary festival featuring Central and
BERL N Eastern European artists based in Berlin, July 5-12,
2026.

Berlin is located in the East: Important artists from Central and Eastern Europe have
played—and continue to play—a decisive role in shaping Berlin’s cultural life. The goal of our
OSTPOL BERLIN Festival is to highlight their influence, give voice to their current
perspectives and themes, and redraw the lines connecting the past and the present, East
and West. Berlin serve as a source of new momentum for cultural cooperation within the
international cultural scene: as a real, living spiritual home that fosters a vibrant shared
culture.

You can find all information about events, guests, and venues in multiple languages on our
website: https://ostpol-berlin.de/en/

Program:

Sunday, July 5, 2026, 8:00 p.m.

Fort von Zuhause — OSTPOL BERLIN Festival OPENING

The festival's opening night will feature contemporary poetry, prose, and music by Belarusian
artists living in Berlin, including this year’s Hilde Domin Prize winner Julia Cimafiejeva and
the 2025 Leipzig Book Prize winner Alhierd Bacharevié, as well as the pop band WTBSK.
Narrator Ulrike Almut Sandig and host Martin Jankowski. (Dt., En., Be.)

Monday, July 6, 2026, 4:00 p.m.

Carte Blanche - jiddisches Berlin

Performance, poetry, music, and conversation from the international Yiddish cultural scene in
contemporary Berlin: Anna Rozenfeld (poetry performance), Sasha Lurje & Patrick Farrell
(Yiddish songs), hosted by Jake Schneider. (Dt., En., Yi.).

Monday, July 6, 2026, 6:00 p.m.

Ungarische Rhapsodien

Poetry and musical performance featuring Huchel Prize winner Orsolya Kalasz, and a
performance by Kinga Otvés. Hosted by Martin Jankowski. (Dt., Hu.)

Monday, July 6, 2026, 8:00 p.m.

Dora Kapralova: Die Mariborhypnose

A presentation of the 2026 EU Prize for Literature winner and her body of work, as well as a
sneak preview of her novel (Book of the Year in the Czech Republic), which is currently
being translated, featuring Dora Kapralova and translator Natasa von Kopp. Hosted by
Martin Jankowski (Dt., Cs.)

Tuesday, July 7, 2026, 4:00 p.m.

Schatten eines Blitzes: Gedichte aus Tschetschenien

A poetry performance with music and a conversation with the Berlin-based Czech poet Apti
Bisultanov and his translator Ekkehard Maal}. (Dt., Ce.)


https://ostpol-berlin.de/en/

Tuesday, July 7, 2026, 6:00 p.m.

SUROWICA - das Konzert

Traditional folk songs from Eastern Europe and the Balkans—Ilive and a cappella!
Polyphony, circle singing, and “White Singing.” Rhythms, melodies, and emotions: the
magical power of human voices. (Dt., PI.)

Tuesday, July 7, 2026, 8:00 p.m.

ZOORAMA

Reading and discussion with the acclaimed Georgian author Zaza Burchuladze about his
latest novel set in Berlin. Narrator: Uwe Neumann; Moderator: Martin Jankowski. (Dt., En.)

Wednesday, July 8, 2026, 4:00 p.m.

Es gibt freundlichere Orte auf diesem Planeten, als ...

Carmen Francesca Banciu, Maria Bidian, and llinca Florian—all of whom have strong
biographical ties to Romania and have been living in Berlin for some time—uwill read from their
novels and short stories and discuss them with Ernest Wichner. (Dt.)

Wednesday, July 8, 2026, 6:00 p.m.

Poesie der erzihlten Augenblicke

Corina Bernic and Alexandru Bulucz will read from their poetry collections, some of which
are being translated for the first time. loana Cristina Casapu will interject with the “story of
her inner Berlin Wall” from her “Berlin Diary.” (Dt.)

Wednesday, July 8, 2026, 8:00 p.m.

Das Echo von etwas, das verloren gegangen ist

A Berlin-based literary discussion on Romanian-German literature featuring Carmen
Francesca Banciu, Maria Bidian, Alexandru Bulucz, llinca Florian, and Ernest Wichner.
(Dt., Ro.)

Thursday, July 9, 2026, 4:00 p.m.

Between the Sirens (Pictures from Odessa)

Photos and stories of everyday life in Odessa during the Russian war of aggression —
documentary photographer Marishka Oliva shares her experiences and speaks with Martin
Jankowski. (En.)

Thursday, July 9, 2026, 6:00 p.m.

lima Rakusa: Wo bleibt das Licht

Diary-style prose and poetry written between 2022 and 2024, featuring llma Rakusa — a
prominent European writer and winner of the Berlin Literature Prize (among other awards) —
in conversation with Martin Jankowski. (Dt.)

Thursday, July 9, 2026, 8:00 p.m.

Katja Petroskaja: Als ware es vorbei

Images and Reflections - A Reading and Discussion with Katja Petrowskaja and Martin
Jankowski. (Dt.)

Friday, July 10, 2026, 4:00 p.m.

Die Berlinskis — eine polnische Wundertiite

A bilingual reading full of humor, wordplay, and profound poetic insights, featuring Dorota
Danielewicz and Urszula Usakowska-Wolff. (Dt., Pl.)

Friday, July 10, 2026, 6:00 p.m.

Magnolien

Presentation of Agata Koch’s novel, published for the first time in German translation,
featuring a reading and discussion. Moderated by Magda Schwabe, with Dorota Danielewicz
as narrator. (Dt., Pl.)



Friday, July 10, 2026, 8:00 p.m.

HAUTUNGEN: Jazz & Performance

Live concert featuring Dagmara Korona (vocals), Wojciech Jurgiel (accordion), and
Tomasz Krzyzanowski (violin virtuoso), as well as a wordless and breathtaking
performance by Leon Dziemaszkiewicz. Hosted by Magda Schwabe and Dorota
Danielewicz. (Dt., PI., En.)

Saturday, July 11, 2026, 4:00 p.m.

CnoBomy3ukKa, Seiten & Saiten, Words & Chords

The Latest Ukrainian Poetry & Songs from Berlin—with Nadiia Telenchuk and Oles
Volinchik, hosted by Martin Jankowski. (Dt., En., Uk.)

Saturday, July 11, 2026, 6:00 p.m.

Ostashevsky & Rasuleva: ALPHABET LOSTLINGUAL

Multilingual World Poetry from Berlin—by and featuring Dinara Rasuleva and Eugene
Ostashevsky, hosted by Martin Jankowski. (Dt., En., Ru., Tt., etc.)

Saturday, July 11, 2026, 8:00 p.m.

Viktor Jerofejew: Die neue Barbarei

Reading and Discussion: Satire, criticism, poetry, and a tragicomic declaration of love for a
Russia that has lost itself. With Viktor Yerofeyev, moderated by Vladimir Velminski,
narrated by Martin Jankowski. (Dt., Ru.)

Sunday, July 12, 2026, 8:00 p.m.

Swinging the East — OSTPOL Berlin Festival CLOSING

The Berlin-based Oskar Strock & Eddie Rosner Orchestra is bringing the once-ostracized
and long-lost music of Oskar and Eddie — along with works by their contemporaries — back to
Germany, and is also performing their later works from the 1940s through the 1970s — a top-
notch Eastern European swing ensemble!

Tickets: 5,-/reduced 3,-€ available only at the box office at the Maschinenhaus.

OSTPOL BERLIN Festival — Berlin’s Central and Eastern European Artists
July 5-12, 2026 | Maschinenhaus (Kulturbrauerei), Schénhauser Allee 36, 10435 Berlin.
Supported by the Hauptstadtkulturfonds.

Press contact: Birger Hoyer (presse@berliner-literarische-aktion.de)
OSTPOL BERLIN Festival — Berlin’s Central and Eastern European Artists
c/o Berliner Literarische Aktion e.V.

https://ostpol-berlin.de/en/
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